$16 Million for Film of JFK's Death 



Arbitrators set price 
for Zaprader footage 

By D eb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

Washington - The govern- 
ment must pay the heirs of Dallas 
dressmaker Abraham Zapruder 
$16 million for his film that cap- 
tured the assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy — 26 seconds of 
history that the Zapruder family 
said should be valued like a van 
Gogh. ,, 

In a 2-to-l vote, announced by 
the Justice Department yesterday, 

arbitrators set the amount after ... 

lawyers for the government and jhe 26-second film by dressmaker Abraham Zapruderxapturea 

Zapruder family could not agree p res ident John F. Kennedy’s assassination at Dealey Plaza in uaiias. 

on a price. The government of- 
fered $1 million; the family asked ^ ^ nQw a kw pro f essor at promise. The family said in a state- 
$30 million. Duke University, wrote that $3 ment, “We believe the result 

“The Zapmder film is one of a million to minion would have reached by the arbitration panel is 
kind,” arbitrators Arlin Adams, a been enough. fair and reasonable.” 

former federal appeals court Posn er, who wrote a The film is stored in a 25-de- 

judge, and Kenneth Feinberg bp ok on the assassination, gree room at the National Ar- 

wrote in a majority opinion. With thought $16 trillion was overly chives in College Park, Md. 
no way to compare its value to any g en erous, too. The Assassination Records Re- 

single object ever sold, they said «j understand that it’s the vi ew Board in 1997 declared the 
they relied heavily on testimony American way to get as much as ghn the permanent possession of 
given by auction house experts y QU can f or something, but there the people of the United States, 
who tagged the value at $25 mil- ^ something unseemly about it,” jhe Constitution requires the 
lion or more. he said. government to pay owners of pri- 

The third arbitrator, Walter Lawyers for both sides accepted A ^ 

Dellinger, a former solicitor gen- the figure as an appropriate com- ► ZAPRUDER: Page All Col. 0 
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vate property taken for the public 
good. 

Government appraisers had ar- 
gued that as long as the film was 
simply being stored rather than 
showed, Zapruder’s movie was es- 
sentially worth no more than any 
other -strip of celluloid wound 
around a plastic reel. They said that 
excluding jewelry, the highest 
amount paid for any of 1,200 items 
from former first lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy’s estate was $1.4 inillion 

for an antique French desk her hus- 
band used in signing the Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty. 

The Zapruder family argued that 
the film should be valued like the 
works of Dutch painter Vincent van 
Gogh or pop artist Andy Warhol. 
That assessment was challenged by 
some Kennedy assassination re- 



searchers, who don’t think the gov- 
ernment should have paid a nickel 
— especially since the amount does 
not include the copyright. 

“I think it’s outrageous,” said Jim 
Lesar, president of the Assassination 
Archives and Research Center, a pri- 
vate collection of assassination doc- 
uments. “It’s not the ownership of 
the film that’s the problem, it’s the 
copyright.” 

He said the Zapruder family 
charges high rates to reproduce the 
film for documentaries. A “toll gate” 
has been placed on the right of the 
American people to study and re- 
search the film, he said. 

The family said it is working to 
transfer the copyright to a yet un- 
disclosed public institution, but re- 
searchers wonder whether that will 
mean lower charges for using the 
film. 

Robert Bennett, the Zapruder 
family’s lawyer, called the family a 
“patriotic guardian” of the film that 
“rejected all offers to license the 
film for any purpose that could be 
considered distasteful or disrespect- 
ful of President Kennedy’s memo- 
ry.” 

Zapruder cried when he told the 
Warren Commission in 1964 how 
he heard a shot and, through the 
lens of his Bell & Howell movie 
camera, saw Kennedy grab his chest. 

He .broke down sobbing as he 
described a second shot and the 
bloody results that came “before I 
had a chance to organize my mind.” 





